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FEBRUARY 1978
CRF DIRECTORS AND MEMBERS MEET
The Cave Research Foundation held
its Annual Meeting and 38th Board of
Directors meeting November 12, 1977 in
St. Louis, Missouri. There were more
than 40 JV's, members and guests present.
During the Annual Meeting it was announced that an interpretive map of Carlsbad
Caverns and a map of Proctor Cave would
be completed in 1978.
During the Directors meeting the
Board regretfully accepted the resignations of Dennis Drum, who served as
Treasurer, Stanley Sides, and Patricia
Wilcox. Roger Brucker stepped down as
President.
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The new Directors and Officers are
as follows: President, Cal Welbourn;
Treasurer, Roger McClure; Secretary,
Ron Bridgemon; Directors, Elbert Bassham,
Roger Brucker, Charles Hi1debo1t, Pete
Lindsley, Patty Jo Watson, and Steve
Wells, Chief Scientist.
Elbert Bassham will assume the
duties of Guadalupe Escarpment Area
Manager and Charles Hi1debolt will
continue as the Central Kentucky Area
Manager.
The following individuals were
elected to membership in the Foundation
for their contributions to CRF and speleo10gy: Doris Ehman, Tom Gracanin, Ron
Kerbo, Kay Sides, Karen Welbourn and
Phil Van Cleave.
The Saturday night banquet was held
on the riverboat restaurant, Lt. Robert
E. Lee. Before dinner Shelly Helfman
held a showing of watercolors and drawings of cave scenes. Following dinner
Roger Brucker was presented with a

beautiful, hand bound copy of The
Longest Cave and all enjoyed Donald
Finkle reading his new poem, Adequate
Earth.

CRF ENDOWMENT FUND
Did you know that CRF has an
Endowment Fund? This fund was established
in 1974 with a goal of being able to
provide future Grants and Fellowships
from its earnings. At recent annual
meetings, those in attendance have made
donations to this fund.
This year a total of $920 was
pledged or donated. Thanks to your generosity our fund now contains $4338. I f
you have not had the opportunity of
joining in this effort, lease feel free
to do so b contactin Roger E. McClure,
RF Treasurer, 1617B South 7th St.,
Bl thevi11e, Ar. 72315 •

VERTICAL SKILLS EXPEDITION
Yet again there will be a learn,
practice or improve your vertical skills
expedition in Yellow Springs, meeting at
830 Xenia Avenue the weekend of May 13-14.
Bring what gear you have and come on
Saturday at 7 AMish if local, or Friday
night if you come from afar. If you will
need sleeping accommodations please let
Richard Zopf know. (at above address)
Contact R. Zopf if there are any questions.

2

OCTOBER AT CCNP
After hearing of newly discovered
cave leads in Carlsbad Caverns National
Park the expedition originally scheduled
to Guadalupe Mountains National Park was
changed to CCNP. Ten JV's descended on
CCNP in hopes of finding some new caves.
Teams were sent to Slaughter and
Left Hook Canyons to check some of these
new leads. Although no big cave was found,
numerous shelters and 5 small caves (less
than 50 feet) were found.
All enjoyed the beautiful fall
weather and the hike in the Guadalupes.
There are still several leads which will
be checked in 1978.
A THANK YOU NOTE
I would like to express my sincerest
thanks to the Cave Research Foundation
for awarding to me the 1977 Research
Fellowship for my Ph.D. dissertation
study, "Geomorphology and Hydrogeology
of the Edwards Plateau Karst, central
Texas". As I'm sure you all know, geologic fieldwork, laboratory analysis,
and office work can be very costly,
especially within a graduate student's
budget. The Fellowship award will go a
long way in helping me complete a
regional study of one of the couptry's
largest, yet little studied, karst
regions. Thank you.
Ernst H. Kastning, Jr.
1977 MCNP THANKSGIVING EXPEDITION
This expedition was attended by
about 55 people, a few children, several
onlookers and guests. It was a fantastic
expedition. The highlight of the weekend
was, for many, the Floyd Collins Crystal
Cave Tour guided by Luther Miller. His
tour slightly surpassed Red Watson's
magnificent cooking.
We ended the weekend with 7101.8
feet of survey and 3 inches of snow.
Resurvey totaled 635.9 feet making 6465.9

feet all new. Survey breakdown shows
2468.5 feet was in Flint Ridge, 3326.3
feet in Mammoth Cave, 671.1 in Proctor
and 627.1 feet of resurvey in Great Onyx.
Four trips were sent into the Ralph's
River Trail and Ruth's Room area one to
Floyd's Lost Passage, and one in'Salts.
Mammoth Cave saw trips allover; no one
area was hit hard. The Great Onyx Cave
survey finished Cox Avenue and the Proctor
Cave Trip finally tied in its hanging survey.
Tom Brucker reports after massive exploring
and lead checking that, YES, there are good
leads in Great Onyx Cave!!
The National Park Service invited our
engineers to help reevaluate the New
Entrance of Mammoth Cave. Thois was done to
so~e e~tent ~n Saturday afternoon. Hopefully
thlS wlll brlng about the opening of this
entrance and return the Frozen Niagara Tour
to its former glory.
On Saturday morning Luther Miller
and his two sons gave us the old tour of
Floyd Collins Crystal Cave. Armed with 15
Coleman lanterns, 60 people descended into
Crystal to take both the Helectite route
and the long tour, back to Scotchman's trap.
The tour was the trip of a lifetime. A
special thanks to Luther for a great trip.
Red Watson did a terrific job on the
food end of the expedition with the help of
Anna Watson and Amy Finkle. My thanks to all
who helped cook for without good food on an
expedition the whole expedition is, in my
opinion, a failure. Red, you outdid yourself.
Thank you.
I would really like to thank everyone
who came and made this expedition a delight
and a joy to run. Everyone was willing to
help in any way possible; there were so many
people that did help it would be hard to
list them all. So thank you all. I had fun
and look forward to leading next year's
Thanksgiving Expedition.
D. Daunt

Proctor Cave
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FLASH!
CRF is currently publishing Dave
Jagnow's thesis, "Geological Factors
Influencing Speleogenesis in the Capitan
Reef Complex, New Mexico and Texas."
This is a landmark document that has
been defended at the Department of
Geology, University of New Mexico.
The great significance of this thesis
prompted CRF to sponsor its publication.
It will be printed and released on May
31, 1978 at a price of $7.00. However,
if you o rder before May 31 the price
will be only $6.00.
This will give
you a price break and CRF some advanced
cash to help pay for the publication.
This thesis is a must for anyone
interested in the origin of the caves in
the Guadalupe Escarpment and Carlsbad
Caverns National Park, and I urge you
to obtain a copy for your library.
Make checks payable to Cave Books for
$6.50 to cover postage and handling.
Send your order to:
CRF Cave Books
@ Claire Weedman
1909 McGavock Pike
Nashville, Tenn. 37216
THANKSGIVING AT CCNP
Twenty JV's turned out for the
Thanksgiving expedition at Carlsbad
The first day
Caverns National Park.
three teams worked in the gypsum karst,
below the Guadalupe Escarpment, where
they surveyed more than 1700 feet in four
caves and 1600 feet on the surface between
cave entrances.
The cave maps and
data will be used by Steve Wells
who is doing research in the gypsum karst.
Another team tested methods of cleaning
mud off cave formations in Spider
Cave and found the backpack pumps
very effective.
On Friday seven teams were fielded.
Two worked on a theodolite loop in lower
cave with a connection to the Mystery
Room through Mabel's Roor,l.
Four teams
worked in the Big Room after hours
where they surveyed more than 4300 feet in the

northern end of the room.
The bat guano
areas in New Cave were examined for a
possible seismic refraction survey to
determine guano depth.
On Saturday, most people stayed on the
surface during the day so they would be
able to work in the Big Room all night.
One team worked in Lower Cave on the
theodolite survey. Three teams worked from
after dinner until early in the morning
in the area near the Lunch Room.
More
than 7000 feet of survey was recordeQ.
One team also examined, photographed,
and recorded historical names in the
Main Corridor.
This year we had good weather and
the mysterious 24 hour bug which attacked
several people last year did not show up.
CW
1977 CONTRIBUTIONS
The funds to operate your foundation
come primarily from two sources, approximately
one-third from Publication Sal e s and
two-thirds from YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS.
It is
with much gratitude and appreciation that
we acknowledge those who have made financial
contributions to our Endowment and General
Fund during the past year.
Anderson, J
Bishop, B&S
Borden, J
Bridge, J
Bridgemon, R
Brucker, R&J
Brucker, T
Coons, D
Cottrell, T
Daunt, D
Drum, D
Eggers, R

Ehman, B&D
Eller, G
Finkel, D
Freeman, J
Gracanin, T
Hildebolt, C
Lindsley, P&K
Lindsley, P
Mann, B
McClure, R
Meloy, H
Miotke, F&D

Murphy, T
Paulson, T
Schiller, J
Sides, S&K
Smith, P
Snider, B
Wagner, G
Watson, R&P
Welbourn, C&K
Wells, S
Wilcox, P
Zopf, R

It is also with great appreciation
that we acknowledge those hundreds of JV's
who have donated thousands of hours of
time and effort to keep our foundation
strong and vital during 1977.

BUFFALO RIVER PROJECT COMPLETED

"CAVE BOOKS MOVES AGAIN"

The final expedition of the CRF
Buffalo River Project was the last weekend of October. There were 11 JV's from
~rizona, Missouri, New Mexico and Texas
in attendance.

But only five miles this time. The
new address for ordering books is:
CAVE BOOKS
% Claire Weedman
1909 McGavock Pike
Nashville, Tenn. 37216
One team made a 2 1/2 day float
Other publications currently available are:
from Buffalo Point to the White River,
THE LONGEST CAVE
H 11.00
approximately 31 miles. Another team
KAEMPER MAP, MAMMOTH CAVE
2.00
made a one day float between Carver and
THE JEWEL CAVE ADVENTURE
H 9.50 P 5·25
Woolum, approximately 18 miles. A third
THE SUCKERS VISIT TO MAMMOr H CAVE H 5.00
team checked leads in the Silver Hill
RAMBLES IN MAMMOTH CAVE
H 6.75
area. The river teams found no signifCELEBRATED AMERICAN CAVERS
H 8.00
icant caves but enjoyed the beautiful
CAVE REGIONS-OZARKS & BLACK HILLS H 6.00
GLACIERS OR FREEZING CAVES
fall weather.
H 8.00
CHALLENGE UNDERGROUND
H 7.75
The final report on the Buffalo
THE HILL CAVES OF YUCATAN H 9.00 P 4.00
National River Project w~s recently sent TEN YEARS UNDER THE EARTH H 8.50 P 5.00
to the National Park Service for their
SUBTERRANEAN CLIMBERS
H 8.25 P 4.50
approval, prior to final printing. The
MEMOIRS OF A SPELEOLOGIST H 8.25 P 4.50
report is 96 pages, including 6 cave
THE CAVES BEYOND
H 8.50 P 5.00
maps, list of cave fauna, and inventory
NEW CAVE MAP CARD, CCNP
.35
sheets for every cave inventoried. The
FLINT-MAMMOTH CAVE SYSTEM MAP CARD
.15
report summarizes the work of March
LEE CAVE MAP & GAZETTEER, MCNP
4.00
through October 1977 during which 44
FLINT RIDGE CAVE SYSTEM FOLIO
1.50
caves, 4 springs, 3 shelters, and a sink- CRF ANNUAL REPORTS, 1974,1975,1976
@1.50
hole were inventoried. An interpretive
SALTPETRE MINING IN MAMMOTH CAVE
.50
slide show on the caves of the Buffalo
EARTH CRACKS, WUPATKI NAT. MON.
1.50
was also given to the Park Service.
MAWS
.50
Overall the project was very sucWe will be glad to bill you for any of
cessful, with the exception of generating the above publications you might want to
significant support from the local cavers order. Postage varies with items and order,
which was only moderately successful.
and we can bill you exact cost.
There is a possibility that the CRF
HAPPY READING
Buffalo River Project will continue
through 1978. So make plans to join us
at BNR.
CW
MOVING?
SEND NEWS
DEADLINE FOR THE NEWSLETTER IS
MAY 31. However, feel free to keep those
cards and letters coming anytime. Are
there any artists out there who would
like to contribute drawings? Send ali
news and drawings to:
Mary Ann Rafle
Shell Oil Company
P.O. Box 481
Houston, Texas 77001

If you are planning to move or have recently
done so, please let us know. Send a postcard
with your new address to:
Bill Mann
21 Greenwich Pk
Boston, Mass. 02118

NEW YEARS AT CCNP
Sixteen JV ' s attended the Carlsbad
Caverns National Park New Years e xpedition . One of the objectives of this
expedition was to check the possibility
of digging and shoring in Lec hugilla
Cave , which is known to have tremendous
air flow at times.
Some test s horing
was put in an area that had be e n previously dug out .
Work on the surface concentrated
on surveying the remains of the old
guano camp above Bat Cave. Teams also
worked in Lower Cave and the Mystery
Room to complete the thedolite surveys
started over Thanksgiving. A brunton
survey practice course was set up near
the field buildings for the purpose of
checking compasses and survey techniques .

Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec .

23 - 2 4
21 - 22
23 - 26
30 - Jan. 1

C.
P.
R.
B.

We lbo urn
Lindsley
Bridge mon
Buecher

All Joint Venturers planning to attend an
expedition MUST notify either the
expedition l e ade r or Kare n Welbourn l ~
to 2 weeks prior to the expedition.
For
more specific information about the
location and objec tive of any of these
expeditions please contact th e respective
l e ader.
Lilburn Cave, KCNP
APR 29 30 (tentative)

EXPEDITION LEADERS
Stan Ulfeldt

MAY 27 28 29

Luther Perry

JUL 1 2 3 4

Howard Hurtt

JUL 22 23

Gail McCoy

AUG 12 13

Ellis He dlund

SEP 2 3 4

Dave Des Marais

OCT 7 8 9

John Ti.nsley

NOV 2 3 24 25 26

Stan Ulfeldt

CW
CRF FIELD SCHEDULES
For the benefit of those who receive
only one field schedule, but· would like
to know what the" other half of CRF is
doing, here are the remaining expeditions
for 1978.
MNCP
March 18-19
April 22-23
Ma y 27 - 29
July 1 - 9
Aug . 5 - 6
Sept . 2-4
Oct. 13-16
Nov . 23- 26

Joint Venturers inte rested in participating
or assisting in research and exp loration
should contact the Expedition Leade rs of
the trips they wish to participate in .
Contact must be made at least one week in
advance of the scheduled trip to allow
the Expedition Le ade r to finalize trip p lans .

LEADER
T . Gracanin
C. Weedman
T . Brucker
P . Lindsley
T. Cottrell
J . Freeman
C. We l bourn
J . Anderson
D. Daunt

New Guadalupe Escarpment Operations Personnel

To facilitate planning, one should either
notify the operations manager or the
expedition lead e r two weeks prior to
expedtions one plans to attend.
CCNP-Guad . Esc .
March 11- 12
April 1 - 2
April 22-23
May 6-7
May 27 - 29
June 1 7-18
Aug. 12-1 3

LEADER
R. Miller
E. Bassham , et al.
J . Goodbar
D. Rhodes
R. Babb
Hills
R. Kerbo
J. Goodbar

As a r es ult of changes at the November
Board of Directors meeting in several
new people moving into operational positions
in the Guadalupe Escarpment area.
These
include:
Elbe rt Bassahm : Guadalupe Escarpment
Area Manager
John McLean: Pe r sonnel Officer
Robert Buecher: Cartographer
Don Morris: Safety Officer
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

will be completed this spring.
The
permanent field operations at Mammoth Cave
National Park and Carlsbad Caverns National
Park are operating very smoothly. Through
th e efforts of our JV's, CRF has maintained
very good relations with the National Park
Service and other government agencies
with which we have worked.

It is quit e an hono r to be the 6th
President of CRF.
It is also a large
respons ibility and cha ll enge which
I am lookig forward to.
We have re ce ntly compl e t ed a
couple of p ublication s and wo rk is
progressing o n a third.
Completed are the
1977 Annual Report an~ the long
await e d Ogl e Cave Symposium. The Ogle
Symposi um will be in the NSS Bulletin.
Both ar e available fr om Cave Books.
The
third p ubli cati o n is a Mas ter s Thesis
by Dav id Jagnow entitled "Geolog i c al
Factors Influencing Speleogenisis in
the Capitan Reef Complex, New Mexico
and Texas." It will be completed in
May.
If y o u want a copy you had better
order e arly as this will be a limited
prihting.

The 1978 CRF Fellowship Announcement
was recently sent out, but we are also looking
for proposals for the CRF Inhouse Research
Grant which was initiated last year. This
grant is for JV's interested in doing
r ese arch but are not necessarily working
on a degree.
For more information see
the Summer, 1977 CRF Newsletter or contact
Steve Wells (CRF Chief Scientist) .

Several speci~l p r ojec ts hav~ been
completed or are near ··:comP4!,t }.on,_, Tfi~se
inc,llide , t .h e , !3\l!falo" Nationa l , 'R iver
Pro] ect , B'ig" Be'trd ;'Nat:~OJlal '~+.:k 'Pi:qi~;
.
.. :::,t
rand ~ th.~ .J{or.s es ho e Mesa Projecb·. in
"Gfa ' ~;~cftf~~icMa--1-~,-p~.~'i~h;r'wi.1l.--~..r.-,...
~

So far this year we are off to a good
start with the completion of several projects
and the Ogle Cave Symposium.
The outlook
for the rest of th e year is even better
' arid' ~wi"t1fiYdur sUPllOr,t .. ,i,t, . ~.iil be one of the
best ev~r..,
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CAVE RESEARCH FOUNDATI ON
~Qw ~~d- ~.W.

Al b uq u erq ue , Ne w Mex i co

B ro t h~ r Ni c hola s Sul l i ven
Bi olo gy De p art ment
LaSal 1e Co1 l e ~ e
Ph i1. ~~ l ph ia , PA
19 14 1
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